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Washinglon. 0. C. 20505

~ 1 AUG 1385

STAT

vyour undated lettcr postmarked 9 August 1985 requestipg
documents under the provisions of the Freedo? gf Infg;?a:;gn
P i i ice f the Informati
as been received 1in the off*ce_o '
Iggfv:gy Coordinator. Our analysts will review your requ?st,
and we will be in touch with you and advise of any problens we

have encountered, oOr whether we can earch—fo ocuments
Suny
\

without any additional informatio
STAT
,our request has been assighned Reference No. for )
identification purposes.

jbhn H. Wrigit / .
Informaktion and Privacy/gbordlnator
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STAT

11/27/85

John H. Wright

Information and Privacy Coordinator
Central Intelligence Agency
washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. VWright,

This letter is in compliance with your azencies need fer
further information regarding | STAT
| |Freedom of Information Act, Relerence No STAT

This request was made for the purpose of compiling an
accurate and ccmplete dossier pinpointing the location of
those "live" Americans listed as "Unaccounted For” in South-
east Asia! At that point we will release all information to
the public with the intent to obtain their immediate release.

Copies of all publications, to date, from members of our
organization are being enclosed. Since the end of the war no
administration or agency has given credence to the validity
of any refugee "“live sightings®. If this is true, thenr there
is no reascn not to release the requested Jc:umeatc. We are
willing to have representatives, from our organization, meet
with you, in person, at your convenience, in order to answer
any further questions you may have, .

We thank you for your consideration of this matter and
await your reply. ’

Sincerely,

STAT
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Central Intelligence Agency

’

Washington. D. C. 20525

20 AUG 1985

STAT

Dear STAT

, This is a follow-up to our letter of 21 August 1985 concerning
your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for-copies of the
full text versions of | | and STAT
"...grid coordinates, and grid map, of refugee live sightings of
American P.O.W's throughout South iast Asia.”

The two documents which you included in your request have
already been reviewed under the provisions of the FOIA. At that
time it was determined that certain portions must be withheld in
order to protect intelligence sources and methods. Although it is
unlikely that any of the withheld portions can now be released, we
have, in order to be as forthcoming with your organization as
possible, reguested our Directorzte of Operations to perform an
additional review concerning the rossibilicy of releasing nere
portions of the documents.

In regard to the second part of your request for the grid
coordinates and grid map, we have requested our Directorate of
Operations to determine if such a request is searchable under the
provisions of the FOIA and, if so, the edtimated search fees.

We will be in touch with you concerning the above determi=
nations as soon as the processing hac been completed.

’ncerelJ, )

(// L/ /’/7”/;;27{1

//TOhn Q.~Wr*cht/
Informiflon anc Prlvacy/Coordvnator
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- Central Intelligence Agency

0 3 DEC 1985

STAT

STAT

Dear

This is a final reply to your 9 August 1985 Freedom gf Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) request for copies of the full text versions of
and "...grid coordinates, STAT
and grid map, of refugee live sichtings of American P,O.W's
throughout South East Asia.”

In regard to the re-review of the two spegified documents, we
obtained copies of these documents from our files and conducted the
re-review based on current review ruleg whlcb now al;ow tbe rglease
of the acquired line (ACQ) in certain intelligence disseminations,
including these two. Certain file numbers were re@oved ﬁrom our
file copies of these two documents gabove the acquired line).
Enclosed are copies of these re-reviewed documents. Delet;ons were
made under FOIA exemptions (b) (1) and (b) (3). .Aq explanatlgn of
FOIA exemptions is also enclosed. The CIA off1c1al.respon§1ble for
these determinations is Louis J. Dube, the Iaformation Review
Officer for the Directorate of Operations.

vou have the right to appeal the above dec@sions py addressing
your appeal to the CIA Information Review:Committee, in my care.

Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis of ycur
appeal. :

In regard to that part of your requgst pgrta@ning to “..fgrld
coordinates, and grid map, of refugee live sightings of Amerilcan
P.O.W's throughout South East 23ia," your request was processed in
accordance with the Freedom of I.._ormation Act, 5 U.$.C..552, and
the CIA Information Act, 50 U.S.C. 431, Our processing 1nclgded a
search for records in existence as of and thirough the date of our

! acceptance letter dated 30 August 1985, No records responsive to
this part of your request were located., If noF already done, you
may wish to submit a request for this @n?ormatlon to the Depagtment
of Defense which has primary responsibility for matters pertaining
to the POW/MIA issue.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130032-3
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ogize for the length of time it has taken us to complete
the giogggiigg of your request, but we have been inundated by a
large number of requests over the past severa} years. Under the
circumstances, we have done our best to be fair to all of our
requesters. Thus, we established some years ago the policy of
first-received, first-answered. Thank you for your patience and
consideration while we were processing your request.

Informat

Bnclosures
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Central ln!clligenct Agency

Washington. D. C. 20505

05 DEC 1985

STAT

STAT
Dear

This is in response to your letter of 27 November 1985
concerning yorLELeadeoﬁ information Act (FOIA) request,
Reference No. STAT

Prior to resolving the fee issu2, we inadvertently completed
the processing of your request and sent you a final response
dated 3 December 1985. Since ve failed to wait for your fee
commitment, no fees will be charged for this particular request.

. Svncerel‘

/
“', 7(7 ////u, //\

Zohn H. erght ,/
Informaé n and Privacy Cpér*? natox

/.

(/,
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10/25/85

STAT

Dear

STAT
, the menbers o STAT
received your letter date ugust, . n

your response edon of Information Act request, STAT
Reference No. we fully understand, and comply,

with the need to protect this nations intelligence gath-

ering methods and sources. However, we have received

no further response regarding the grid maps and grid

coordinates of "alleged" live sighting reports by

refugees!

The period of time Jor the in-depth review of the
documents is understandable, Again, however, the re-
quest for the above stated grid raps, etc., would seen
to deal less with national security. Also we would
aprreciate the consideration of the waiver of fees as
is mentioned in the Freedom of Information Act. ’

We are looking forward to heaving from you on
this matter and fully appreciate ysurs ecnsiderations!

Sincerely, .

STAT

.
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' ' Central Intelligence Agency

washington D.C. 20505

12 NOV 1985

STAT

Dear STAT

This is in response to your letter of 25 October 1985 con-
cerning the status of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request.

Unfortunately, we are unable to give you a precise completion
date for this request. This agency has a sizable backlog, which is
now approximately 1900 Privacy Act and FOIA requests. It is our
policy to handle all requests on a first-in, first-out basis. We
have found this to be the most equitable policy if we are to be
fair to all requesters.

Regarding your request for a waiver of fees, I have considered
the subject of your reqgiuest against the guidelires provided in cur
regulations governing fees [CFR Title 32, Chapter XIX, Section
1900.25(a), enclosed] and guidance issued by the Department of
Justice. Both emphasize that fees should he waived if the records
requested would primarily benefit the genciul public. The public
benefit to be derived from the records you have requested is not
apparent to me. Would you, therefore, explain specifically how the
general public would benefit by this information so tkat I can make
a more informed decision. It would also be helpful to know how you
plan to use the information, what recognition you have received in
the field, and what you have published on the subject.

We will be in touch with you as soon as the two documents you

sent us have been re-reviewed ar”? the searchability of the other
items in your request has been cc.eormined and fees estimated.

Si cere1j,

hn H. 1

Infor on and Prlvacy

Enclosure
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Central Intefligence Agency

25 NOV 1985

STAT

Dear\ \ STAT

Your letter of 16 November 1985 requesting documents under the
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act has been received in
the office of the Information and Privacy Cocrdinator. Our
analysts will review your request, and we will be in touch with
you and advise of any problems we have encountered, or whether we
can search for documents without any additional information.

Your request has been assigned Reference No. for STAT
identification purposes.

Sincerely.,
"/ o / 74 3
AN
y {J/OF{/IZ{’,AW;/%/
Informgtion and Privacy Qg&%din tor
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Central Intelligence Agency

Washinglon. D.C. 20505

0 § DEC 1985

STAT

Dear STAT

This is a follow-up to cur letter of 25 November 1985
concerning your 16 November 1985 Freadom of Information Act
(FOIA) request pertaining to the POi//MIA issue.

Although we are not sure we understand exactly what records you
want, we assume you want CS reports from 1970 to present on the
subject of "Estimated Enemy Prison Facilities in Laos." Please
verify that our assumption is correct or provide a better
description of the records you seek.

The FOIA authorizes federal agencies to collect fees for records
services. We are enclosing, therefore, a fee schedule for your
guidance. You will note that we charge search fees, including
computer time where indices are computerized, and copying costs
for releasable documents.

In accordance with section (e) of the schedule, search fees are
assessable even if no records are found or, if found, we determine
that they are not releasable. .This means, you will be charged even
if our search results are negative or if it is determined that no
information is releasable under the FOIA.

Before we can begin any processing of your reguest, we must
receive your commitment to pay all fees incurred and under the
conditions stated above. The search fees for each item in a
request are usually about $100; - more precise fee estimate for
your particular reguest can be obtained if you wish.

Regarding your request for a waiver of fees, I have considered
the subject of your request against the guidelines provided in our
regulations governing fees [CFR Title 32, Chapter XIX, Section
1900.25(a), enclosed] and guidance issued by -he Department of
Justice. Both emphasize that fees should be waived if the recorid:
requested would primarily benefit the general public. The public
benefit to be derived from the records you have requested is not
apparent to me. Would you, therefore, explain specifically how the

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130032-3
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general public would k-nefit by this informa:zion so that I can make
a mcre informed decision. It would also be helpful to know what
recognition you have received in the field, what you have published
on the subject, and what mechanism is available to you to allow
dissemination to the general public.

We are holding your request in abeyance pending your reply.

)]

'scerelx,

fll

fohn H. Wright
2 and Privacy Coordinator

Informati

Enclosure

, Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130032-3



|
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/15 : CIA-RDP88G01332R000901130032-3

Central Intclligence Agency

Washington D € 20505

06 MAY 1986

STAT
STAT

Dear

This is to acknowiedge receipt of your money order numbered
STAT
dated 15 April 1986 for the total amount of $42.00.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Lee S. Strickland
Information and Privacy Coordinator

STAT
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STAT

go;n H. Wright
ntormation angd Priva i
pent;al Intelligence Xgéggordlnator
Wwashington, p, C. 20505 Y

f This letter is j
cation of o 1N response to your n.
ing the o Fﬁiﬁo;‘féquzst, Reference No. | d.for further clarifi- STAT
prisoners of war in'LZoSatlng from 1970 to the Dresenrer:ég g?Quest-

. ‘ rding

Concernin i
our governmentga;g;oga}ver cf fees. Since 1658
fmerg oy pri sonand/or 1ts agencies have knowﬁ tf Whemen oniores
informen P 19?3- w;thwar in Southeast Asia Tﬁe whergabouts °f
Vietnam, that th;rel the arriva] of the "ﬁre de PBirgs Mas
Soppnam, aat ! vThifre.no more American Prisozeom Blrg" i
In truth, our 9overn55 %n roy fyas an Pt aecnt FSbO? Na? H
leging Americgns are‘névggeg then, as it dogs nni r&f?:;o?:
: ’ ~amn g r ot o .
ad of the Defense Intclliqegcgaﬁ;én?; ;chgt}y rtoa l Y gﬁse
h SEHEY on 60 Minyteg N
ve are certain th |
facts onle . hat Qnce the puhliec ia me
Wittt ggga;geumedla. wp;cp we Eilll§m$;d?§?elaware et o
immediate solutionpgg g”? <ealslators anag reDPeS‘y Thivas porlile
AWare of the faet that hig travegty, 16 nub’iuhgtatlves foran
tees equality anq iuo 1t was lied to, oy~ oo 191d be made
R33U there ig »-JfJU$tice. This is what makeg gpe . i00 Auaren-
tECS 1§ fotally
However, irf your g ]
requi e Af€NCYy sees fj t
q ing a formal breakdown fop t;gtcg§; g? ggcsg. sran we are
: . OZ - récords we seek

under the FOIA.
STAT

Sincaraile
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Washinglon,D. C. 20505

80 JAN 1386
STAT
Dear S
This is in response to your letter of 2 January 1986 concerning
your 16 November 1,87 rrecdom of Information Act (FOIA) request
pertaining to the POW/MIA issue.
As you state in the first paragraph of your 2 January 1986
letter, your request is for " reports dating from 1970 to STAT
the present regarding prisoners ol war in Laos."™ In our processing

of your request we are assuming that you want information on
"aAmerican" prisoners.

For your information we have processed a large number of FOIA
requests concerning the MIA/POV issue in Scutheast Asia over the
last several years. As a result of these requests, hundreds of
pages of documents have been relzased to requesters. r3 part of
this processing, we routinely enter these released documents into
a system of previously released material which is made available
to subseguent requesters. In processing wour request, we conducted
a search of our holdings of previously - .msz-2d docu:ments through
the use of our computer retrieval system. KO responsive documents
were located. For this reason we believe a new search of the
records of our components will prove fruitless and tiat it is
inappropriate for U.S. taxpayers to pay the cost of this service
to you. Accordingly, in this instance, your fee waiver is denied.
As you requested we will obtain an estimate of the fees involved

and advise you.

Sincerely,

-

yd T?
P

/‘ ’

Lee S. Strickland
Information and Privacy Cocordinator

e s .

(—

Dl o . g !
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W...hinglon D C. 20505

25 MAR 1985

STAT

STAT
Dear

Further to our letter of 30 January 1986, we have obtained a
fee estimate for a new scarch for reports dating from STAT
1970 to the present regardin; prisone-s or war in Laos." 1In
our processing of your request we arec assuming that you want
information on "American" prisoners.

The estimated search fees are as follows:

2 on-line computer searches @$11 each $22

1 hour of professional search time €$14 per hour 14

1 hour of clerical search time @$6 pe: hour
Total

€«
“,
N

2

Althcugh we believe that a new search for such documents will
prove fruitless, as we advised you in our 30 January 86 latter
we stand ready to initiate such a search once we receive your ’
commitment to pay the appropriate fees as estimated above.

Sincerely,

)
- -~ -

\4\ '
) N~
Com D
Lze S. Siricklani
Information and Privacy Cjord’nator

[y
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74920 Federal Register / Vol. 45, No. 221 / Thursday, November 13, 1980 / Rules and Regulations

CENTRAL INTELUGENCE AGENCY
32 CFR Part 1900

Public Access to Documents and
Records and Declassification
Requests

AGENCY: Central Intelligence Agency.
ACTION: Final rule.

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 13, 1980.

5 1900.25 Fees for records services.

(a) Search and duplication fees shall be
charged according to the schedule set forth
in paragraph (c) of this section for services
rendered ;.. responding to requests for
Agency records under this part. Records
shall be furnished without charge or at a
1educed rate whenever the Coordinator
determines that a waiver or reduction of
the charge is in the public interest because
furnishing the information can be consid-
ered as primarily benefiting the general
public. Thus, the Coordinator shall deter-
mine the existence and extent of any identi-
fiable benefit which would result from
furnishing the requested information and
he shall consider the following factors in
making this determination:

(1) The public or private character of the
infc. mation sought,

(2) The private interest of the requester;

(3) The numbers of the public to be
benefited:

(4) The significance of the benefit to the
public;

(5) The usefulness of the information to
the public; and

(6) The quantity of similar or duplicative
information already in the public domain.
In no case will the assessment of fees be
utilized as an obstacle to the disclosure of
the requested information. The Coordina-
tor may also waive or reduce the charge
vshenever he determines that the interest of
the government would be served thereby.
Fees :hall not be charged where they would
amount, in the aggregate, fora request, or a
series of related requests, to less than $6.

. Denials of requests for fee waivers may be
appealed by writing to the Executive Secre-

tary of the Information Review Committee,

via the Coordinator.

(b) In order to protect the requester and
the Agency from large, unexpected fees,
when it is anticipated that the charges will
amount to more than $25, the processing of
the request shall be suspended until the
requester indicates his willingness to pay.
The requester shall be notified and asked
for his commitment to pay all reasonable
search and duplication fees. A: his option,
the requester may indicate in advance a
dollar limitation to the fees. In such an
event, the Coordinator shall initiate a
search of the system or systemns of records
deemed most likely to produce relevant
records, instructing the system manugers to
discontinue the search as soon as the stipu-
lated amount has been expended. Where
an advance limit has not been stipulated,
the Coaordinator may, at his discretion or at
the behest of the requester, compile an
estimate of the search {¢ 5 likely to be
incurred in processing a request, or of such
portion thereof as can readily be estimated.
The requester shall be promptly notified of
the amount and be asked to approve its
expenditure. In those cases where the Coor-
dinator estimates that the fees will be sub-
stantial, an advance deposit of 50 percent
of th. estimated fees will be required; in
those cases where there is reasonable evi-
dence that the requester may possibly fail
to pay the fees which would be acerued by
processing his request, an advance deposit
of 100 percent of the estimated fees will be
required. The notice or request for «n
advance deposit shall extend an offer to the
requester whereby he is afforded an oppor-
tunity to revise the request in a manner
calulated to reduce the fees. Dispatch of
such a notice or request shall suspend the
running of the period for response by the
Agency until a reply is received from the
requester.

(c) The schedule of fees for services
performed in respoonding to requests for
Agency records i: --.'ublished as follows:

(1) For each one quarter hour, or fraction
thereof, spent by clerical personnel in
searching for a record, $1.50;

(2) For each one quarter hour, cr fraction
thereof, spent by professi::i:al personnel in
searching for a record, $3.50;

(3) For each on-line computer search,
$11.00; :

(4) For each off-line (batch) computer
search of Central Reference files, $27.00;

(5) For all other off-line computer
searches of Agency files, $8.00 per minute
of Central Processing Unit (CPU) time:;

(6) For copies of paper documents in sizes
not larger than 8% X 14 inches, $0.10 per
copy of each page;

(7) For duplication of non-paper media
(film, magnetic tape, etc.) or any document
that cannot be reproduced on a standard
office copier, actual direct cost; and

(8) For extra copies of reports, maps,
reference aids, and other Agency pubiica-
tions, actual cost. .

(d) Inasmuch as the Agency's systems of
records are highly decentralized. several
computer searches may be required to pro-
cess a request, depending upon its scope.
The computer search costs given in para-
graph (c). of this section, do not include
whatever professional/clerical search time
is needed to determine whether the records
located are in fact responsive to the request.

(e) Search fees are assessable even when
no records pertinent to the requests, or no
releasable records are found, provided the
requester has been advised of this fact and
he has, that notwithstanding agreed to in-
cur the costs of search.

(f) For requests which have accrued sub-
stantial search and duplicati~n fees, or for
requdsts for records which have been previ-
vusly released, or where there is reasorable
evidence that the requester may possibly
fail to pay the accrued fees, then, at the
discretion of the Coordinator, the requester
may be required to pay the accrued search
and duplication fees prior to the actual
delivery of the requested records; other-
wise, the requester shall he billec for such
fees at the time that the records are provid-
ed. Payment sha!l be remitted by check or
money order, made p.yable to the Treasur-
er of the United States, and shall be sent to
the Coordinator. No appeals or additional
requests shall be accepted for processing
until the requester has puid all outstanding
charges for services rendered under this
part.
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